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MY SOLANDGE - Designer’s Statement by Aileen Rodriguez

The initial brief from the Client was no different than most others. We were presented with a list of wishes that we endeavoured to translate and fit with style and grace.

Since I have had the privilege of knowing the owner and his family from previous projects, it made this one all the more important as an opportunity to show them that my design skills could be pushed. 

The owner’s visions for the boat were manifold, but a very important one was that they wanted to walk into a very elegant Main Salon. We accomplished this by giving them two magnificent side walls of back-lit amethyst, flanked on portside by a Bechstein piano and a beautiful Venetian console with a mirror on the starboard side.  

By then, you have entered the sumptuous world of MY SOLANDGE, which exudes elegance, luxury and opulence as you walk over her beautiful wooden floors with borders of honey onyx stone and gold leaf ceilings with Schonbeck chandeliers dripping with amethyst rose quartz crystals. 

The Main Salon leads you into the lobby, which showcases the star of the show. “The Tree of Life” is a lighted sculpture which is 50 feet high and has more than 1,200 points of light. This magnificent sculpture was created to fulfil a wish of the owner to have something running the entire height of the vessel from the tank deck to the bridge deck.  

The Main Deck is where all of the guest cabins are located. They are all in a transitional design between a clean backdrop running through the rest of the boat and a selection of wood veneers to add a classical twist. Each cabin is designed with the same beautiful mother of pearl inlays and individual colours.  

As you leave the Main Deck and go to the owner’s deck, you reach the owner’s suite, which includes a private office, his dressing room and bathroom and her dressing room and bathroom, and then the stateroom itself which overlooks the bow of the boat and has its own private Jacuzzi. The owner’s suite has a beautiful array of handmade Italian furnishings and consists of a private dining area, a desk area for her with a leather inlayed top, and a custom chest of drawers. 

Walking upwards from deck to deck, the boat feels more casual and relaxed until you reach his sun deck, where we have designed a beach club that captures the feeling of “Nikki Beach” onboard SOLANDGE. 

You will find a bar clad in gold and white Bisazza tiles surrounded by 14 bar stools covered in gold leather flanked by two televisions and a Jacuzzi with a clear dance floor top for parties, including a DJ console. 

The owner wanted every inch of this vessel to be special and have a meaning. It is difficult to design 88 metres of “special” but I believe that we have accomplished this for him in a very measured way. We have carried our theme throughout the vessel of back-lit stone as well as mother of pearl inlays, carved glass, leather inlays and an assortment of exotic wood veneers. 

